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OGC Has Reviewed

1 Psbruary 1952

o1 /A

From:
Subject:

General Counsel
Medal of FPreedom

1. FROBLEM,-=The Bureau of the Budget has forwarded for CIA coument

2. PACTS.

the proposed revision of Bxecutive Order #9586 establishing
the Medal of Freedom. (Tsb A,attached). The revision has
been preparsd, at least in part, at the request of the
piraster of Central Imtelligemce, so that appropriate CIA
psrsonnel may be sverdad the Medal.

~<The original Executive Order was promulgated on & July
1945, establishing the Medal of Freedom to be awarded for
s meritorions act or service which has aided the United
States in the prosegsution of a war or to awy person who
has similarly sided any nation engaged with the United
gwm in the prosepution of s war agiinst a cowmon eneay.
he Oprder further specifies that the ¥Yedal should not be
swarded to 2 citizen of the Umited States for any act er
service performed within the eontinental limits of the
Daited States, nor shall it be awarded to & member of the
ayned foross, ’

The proposed revision of Txscutive Order #9586 ex-
tends the period of award to imclude "any period of emer-
genty declared by the President or the Congress to exist.”
The proposed revision slso maintains the gsogrephical
1limitation end the prohibition against award to & member

‘of the armed services. The revised Executive Order pro-

vides that the Nedal of Freedom may be awarded by the
Seeretaries of 3tste, Defense, Army, Navy and the Alr
Poree, or by such officers amd under such regulationms

a8 these Secretaries may designate. In addition, the
Secretsry of Defense msy awsrd the Medal upon the recom-
mendstion of the head of amy depariment or agency of the
United States for "meritaricus rets or services performed
undsr the sognisante or dirsetion of such departament hesd.”

3. DISCUSSION.~-Ths DCI wishes to resommend the award of the Medal

of Freedom for outstanfing performance in the field of
intelligence. Such performance should not necessarily

be limited to aetual wertime or period of netional emer-
gency, as proposed in ths revisien of the Executive Order.
1If a satisfactory truce is achieved in Xores, it is
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coneeivable that the nationsl emerzency might be terminated.
However, this will neither terminste the ®(Jold wWar® nor the
intelligence operations, which st neceasarily contimue
both in war and peacs. Furthermore, it might be desirable
to reconmend awvard of this Medal to the heads or members of
foreign intelligence orzanizations for impartant work in the
intelligence field in cooperation with the United States a2t
times when a national emergency is not declared to be in ex~
istence. legally speaking, the natiomsl emergeney is not co-
extensive with the *Cold War".

The technical language of the revision provides that
the Jegrelsry of Defense may award the Medal upon the recon-
mendation of the head of any department or agency and doubi-
1ess suitable axrrangesents mgy be made for the Secrstary of
State to make the award where aporopriate to CIA cover. It
1s alsc icherent in the powers of the President to be able
to make the award himself.

he COBCLUSIONS.-~It is coneluded that the proposed revision of
Exsoutive Order F95BS, attached herewith as Tab A, is not
satisfactory for CIA purposes becauss the limitation as to
the period when the award of Medal of Freedom nay be swardsd
is too restriective.

S. ACTION RBCOMMENDED.-~It is recommended that DD/A sizr and forward
a letter to the Bursau of the Budget, atiached herewith as
Teb B, sstting forth the CIA suggestion for the amendment
of the proposed revision of Executive Order #9586. It should
be moted that the Buresu of the Budget has requested a reply

by k Pebtyusry 1952.

Lawyence R. Houston
Genersl Counsel

ANBEXES:~~ Tab A. Proposed Revision of RO #9536,
fab B. Proposed letter to the limreau of
the Budget, sttaching proposed redraft
of revision.
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CORCURRENCES

Compiroller Date
ACTIOR BY APPROVING AUTHORITY:

Date

Approved (disapprovec), exceptions, 17 any.

Sigmature

Director or Deputy Director
OGC:WLP:bc/ds
Orig. = Addressee
Signer - 2

Comptrollet - 1
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